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Electronic Contracts and Their Challenges in the Iranian Legal

System (Focusing on Offer and Acceptance)

'Ainaz Torabi, 2Mohammad Rahim Behbahani
Abstract
Introduction and Objective: With the expansion of information and
communication technology and the growing development of e-commerce,
electronic contracts have become one of the most important tools for conducting
transactions and legal relations in the modern era. This study aims to examine
electronic contracts and their challenges in the Iranian legal system, with an
emphasis on offer and acceptance.
Research Methodology: This research was conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method based on library resources. In this regard, the provisions of the
Civil Code, the Electronic Commerce Law, the works and views of legal scholars,
and research related to electronic contracts were studied and analyzed. The most
important legal challenges related to offer and acceptance in the electronic
environment were examined.
Findings: The findings indicate that although Iran's Electronic Commerce Law
recognizes the validity of data messages and electronic signatures and provides the
legal basis for concluding electronic contracts, there remain ambiguities regarding
the verification of genuine consent of the parties, attribution of data messages to
individuals, determining the time and place of contract formation, and the validity
of certain electronic contracts. It was also found that click-wrap agreements, due
to the explicit declaration of users' intent, have greater legal validity, and
adherence to the principle of awareness and genuine user consent plays a
fundamental role in the validity and enforceability of electronic contracts.
Conclusion: Strengthening electronic authentication infrastructures, developing a
reliable electronic signature system, providing greater protection for consumer
rights, and offering legal interpretations compatible with technological
developments can enhance legal security and public trust in electronic
transactions.
Keywords: Electronic contract, offer, electronic signature, e-commerce, Iranian
law.
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